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Modern Marking

by H. Q. Bates
Secretary, Numberall Stamp and Tool Co,

A few weeks ago, | was in a large factory where
hundreds of the latest type milling machines, shapers,
lathes and other machines were in use twenty-four
hours a day.

In one small department a mechanical engi-
neer was directing the marking of fest pieces taken
from each lot produced by this battery of machines.
Several men in this small depariment were |aboricusly
using single leftter and figure stamps to place elght to
twelve characters on each test plece and they were
hopelessly behind, with the shop pushing them fo the
utmost and the man in charge pulling his hair.

I suggested a numbering machine having a
combkination of letter and figure wheels, which they
ordered and we promptly delivered.

Two weeks [ater, this concern asked me 1o caill
on them again and when | did, they said that one
man using the numbering machine had caught up
with production, and in that two weeks, it had paid
for itseif fen times.

You may argue that some men were put out of
work: but my argument is that additional men were
put to work because of no delays being caused in
shop production,

Most steel stamp makers are interested in sell-
ing all the single letter and figure sets they can
(which are highly compestitive). They overlook the
fact that by a little study of customers’” marking prob-
lerns, better fiends can be made and greater ulti-
mate returns will result,

There are manufacturers specializing in
numbering machines who offer liberal discounts fo
the trade. Had the stamp maker who soltd this com-
pany letters and figures offered them a numbering
rmachine, he would still have his customer; and his
profit on the one sale would have been equal to the
profit on several sets of letters and figures.
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